Media Writing
Journalism 103

· Introduction: Media Writing is a beginning writing course that allows students to improve their basic writing skills while learning the nuts and bolts of journalistic methods. Students will hone their skills gathering data, examining historical research, performing interviews and synthesizing all of that into clear and concise news stories in the traditional "inverted pyramid" method (most important facts first, then information in descending order of importance). Students will learn about the legalities of journalism and engage in debates over ethics— and the role journalists play in our society. Students will gain useful practice in the realm of copy editing as well: They'll practice important editing skills (editing for: grammar, punctuation, content, clarity) on both their own work and the work of others— allowing them to practice providing feedback and helping to nurture cooperative workplace skills. You can't function in the world of media without being part of a team, so the class will function as a small faux publication where students brainstorm topics, bring back their work and then edit as a group mimicking the way a real publication works. This would prepare students to join co-curricular activities such as a journalism club and a student publication, as well as for cooperative work experience opportunities.

· Library and Technology Resources
· Existing Library and Technology Resources are sufficient to support the proposed new course.

· CCOGs as per PCC
· Organize researched material into a journalistic format.
· Understand the responsibility inherent in providing information to the public.
· Apply basic techniques of journalistic writing formats.

· CCOGS can serve Lincoln County's unique needs
· Because of the broadness of the COGs, the course can be tailored to suit our community's needs.
· This means we could focus on incorporating and/or encouraging access to underserved populations.
· Students can use the class to prepare for CWE opportunities in the community.  Incorporate the field experience(s) of working with local media providers into the activities of the course.
· Students can utilize the class to focus on local issues and tell the stories of events and individuals in our community.
· For example: In the current COMM228 "Mass Communication and Society," a student is utilizing their personal experiences with the OCCC GED program at the county jail as the content to fuel a podcast which will be shared with the OCCC community after the term. For this podcast, they are interviewing the GED instructor who helped them start on their path to success at the jail.

· Value Propositions:

· Transferability: The class transfers to OSU as a required Writing II course for any major, such as WR122, WR222 and WR227. Additionally, it satisfies a requirement for a New Media and Communications course, WR201 "Writing for Media," for students who want to pursue a career in any form of media. It transfers directly into a required credit for the journalism programs at both UO and PSU. At UO it counts as a required class that leads into three disciplines at the School of Journalism and Communication: journalism, public relations and advertising. 
· In essence, it provides a direct link for matriculation to OSU for students pursuing any major and it provides a pathway to a degree in media at all three universities, regardless of individual program arrangement. 
· It also functions as an elective at all four institutions (including OCCC) for students who seek personal enrichment on their path to graduation.

· A Necessary Path to OCCC: Students interested in media and/or serving on the publications of local high schools currently see no direct path to OCCC if they want to continue to hone their skills, gain experience and keep the career momentum going to follow their dreams. They may seek out other community colleges nearby or go directly to universities with more options for them. Considering the Lincoln County School District program that gives students tuition at OCCC for successful high school graduation with a 2.5 GPA, this is an outstanding opportunity to provide that for them. And for students who don't qualify for that program, we can provide them the same quality of education as other options while minimizing their debt load.

· Co-curricular activities:

· Student Media: What makes a school feel like a school is the student voice. Students want to hear from other students, not just their educators and administrators (though there's nothing inherently wrong with hearing from the top, mind you). It gives them a sense of culture, of togetherness— It encourages the feeling: "We're unified, and this is what represents us." Even if not every student seeks it out or they don't read it every time, seeing that box full of papers by the main doors or a link on the website reassures them that they're part of something. It's also an important way to get students information about events and campus activities that can provide necessary stress relief and entertainment, as well as options for fellowship.
· One major goal of this class is to foster and support the emergence of student voices in our community by providing options for them to operate their own media channels with Patrick and I as faculty advisers.
· This course is meant to function in partnership with Patrick Misiti's WR246 ("Advanced Editing and Publishing") class to provide two levels of content creators: Writers and broadcasters and editors and designers.
· Journalism Club Publication options: The first step to this is to utilize students from both classes to form a Journalism Club, which can start on its own schedule forming a publication.

· Audio Format: The publication can use the DMMS (Digital Marketing and Media Studio) to create short broadcast news segments or podcasts that could be aired on OCCC's website at no cost. Realistically to start, this could be bi-weekly or monthly. Students would go and perform all the news collecting duties of a journalist as taught in J103 and then present it in audio format. There could be interpretive and analytical shows, as well. It would give students a literal voice. They could discuss school, local, state or national issues in an "All Things Considered" format and it'd be a great way to see what our students are thinking about and what's important to them. There could be a spot for student government to do press releases or talk about new things they're doing. The options are only as limited as the imaginations of the students, and it costs nothing to produce but their time. This could be something that piggybacks onto a news website or a print paper as media tie-ins. Students could summarize and discuss the news articles they write to draw in readers.

· Print Format: Could be quarterly or bi-quarterly and in more of a magazine format with in-depth feature pieces. Profiles of faculty, programs, new classes, new technologies or advancements like the digital content creation studios or the drones, for instance. Also, things out in the community that might affect students like new restaurants or recreational activities. New laws that might affect students. This option would be limited only by the available printing budget as computers loaded with the necessary design and editing software are already available to students at both Central and North County campuses. Printing would occur at a local press. To offset the budget, many businesses may be willing to purchase advertising space to support the college and draw in the student demographic.

· Web Format: We can create a website directly linked from OCCC's website with an OCCC URL to serve in lieu of a print option in such a way that students can easily update it with new content as it comes in. An RSS feed in a small banner somewhere on the main site could feature newer content. I helped create a site like this for LBCC's "The Commuter" (http://lbcommuter.com). This option would allow us to create videos using the new Mac labs and drones. It would also allow for video-based podcasts made using cameras available in the DMMS. Video would provide one more outlet for student creativity.

· Career-mindedness: Beyond the enrichment of researching and writing skills, the class will teach necessary skills for those interested in a future in media. For print, online and broadcast journalism, the fundamentals of information gathering, interviewing and presenting it effectively are the same. These basic skills will set students up for success in local media CWE opportunities and allow them to take on positions at student media in four-year universities.

· Published clips: Experience in student media and the resulting portfolio of clips are vital for students to quickly get jobs in media post-graduation. From both the CWE and student media possibilities at OCCC, students will create clips (both digitally and in print) that will allow them to continue on to student media and successfully apply for CWE opportunities at four-year universities. For students who start at universities, during their first two years they will have the opportunity to make connections, get recommendations and get clips from journalism classes that will allow them to apply for positions in student media, garnering them even more valuable clips. Other community colleges in the state offer students the opportunities to transfer with what they need to get started at universities, as well. Students who transfer after two years to these universities without any clips or experience will find themselves on an accelerated timetable in creating a clip portfolio— and at a disadvantage in participating in student media and internships and thereby gaining an advanced portfolio of clips. By allowing students these media opportunities at OCCC, we are in effect setting them up for success at universities and ensuring that they have the chance to get what they need in the final stages of their education to, ultimately, get good-paying jobs and live their dreams.

· Personal experience: During my time at LBCC, I was able to rise through the ranks to editor-in-chief of "The Commuter," their weekly student newspaper. During my time, I secured two years' worth of clips to start at UO. When I transferred to UO, my first term I was able to become opinion editor of "The Oregon Daily Emerald," their daily student newspaper, and continue to amass a portfolio of clips while I worked on my Bachelor's. I was then able to secure a Dow Jones News Fund internship at "The Grand Forks Herald," a newspaper with a daily circulation of 30,000 to complete my journalistic education.

· Cooperative Work Experience: There is an opportunity to utilize the DMMS at OCCC to record and provide newscasts which can be aired in a timely fashion on KYAQ (a nonprofit, all-volunteer radio station broadcasting out of Toledo on 91.7 FM). The station manager is extremely receptive to the idea and considers it part of the mission of the station to provide educational opportunities to the community. The state-of-the-art DMMS that OCCC has gives it a leg up over competing community colleges— and will encourage students interested in media to come to OCCC after high school and stay for a degree. Even without KYAQ's cooperation, students can create weekly newscasts or radio shows that can be accessed from OCCC's website, thereby creating a digital publication for them to gain clips out.
· Print CWE opportunities may potentially be fostered in Lincoln County. For students primarily at the North County Campus, there are possibilities in Lincoln City, as well.
· Online CWE opportunities exist as well won't require students to leave the area.

· Community Engagement: While it's easy to focus on the youngest among us: Let's not forget the members of the community and lifelong learners. Among those in the community there is an interest in both journalism and the advancement of writing skills. The fact that an all-volunteer news/talk radio station (the aforementioned KYAQ) formed only a few years ago is proof of that. It exists because there are many voices in this community from a variety of demographics. Just one example is the Confederated Tribes of Siletz Indians' news organization (http://www.ctsi.nsn.us/multnomah-falls-siletz-news-events/tillamook-oregon-warm-springs-siletz-news/current-newsletter). The staff may be willing participants in the class or willing to serve as resources for student learning. They may even be willing to contribute to the student publication— just one example of a voice we can draw into our college community— and help expand out into the community at large.

· Contact: Please contact me at gregory.dewar@oregoncoastcc.org or call/text me with any questions, comments and concerns: 541-223-6056. This has been a cooperative endeavor thus far and I welcome all the voices in our community— I want these opportunities to be the best they can be for our students and other Lincoln County citizens.

Curriculum Committee Notes:
[bookmark: _GoBack]Scheduling:
Offer sequentially with WR 246 Advanced Creative Writing: Editing and Publishing.
This course may also be supported by the LIB 110 Library Research course.
Also ties to WR227 (and research components already exists in WR115 and WR121)

Curriculum Alignment:
J103 Recommended to be taken concurrently with J102.  The Library Research course supports/supplants the outcomes of J102.
The outcomes are broad, and offers the college the opportunity to begin to tailor the activities to regional needs (example: science communication)

Recruitment Plan:  
Hope to create a Journalism Club – have this course feed the club and the club feed the enrollment for the course.  Perhaps presentations in the writing courses.
